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Czech animated shorts in Europe
Press release – AniFest, Czech Institute of Animation
After the issue of the DVD “New Wave of Czech Animation“ presenting  contemporary Czech animated productions both locally and internationally the Czech Institute of Animation continues with the introduction  of Czech animated shorts, this time entitled “From Year Zero.“ The second volume is not limited exclusively to brand new productions but instead traces the whole decade of 2000 – 2010. Within this period the most massive source of original animated production has undoubtedly been student works. Our selection thus presents student films from the Art College and High School of Vaclav Hollar, the Tomas Bata University in Zlin, the Film School in Zlin, the Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague, and the Film and TV School of the Academy of Performing Arts in Prague and it also covers a range of animation techniques like puppet animation (David Súkup and Jan Bubeníček), drawing (Pavel Kout), total glass painting (Kristina Dufková), cut paper animation (Martin Krkoškek and Štěpán Batoušek) or a combination of various techniques with computer animation (Libor Pixa, Lukáš Glaser). The 13 titles presented on the DVD aim to discover (or rediscover) the films for wider audience and show the wide range of genres and techniques, rather than create a “best of” selection. Some of the authors already attracted attention of international professional audience: “Naus“ by Lukáš Glaser was screened at Cannes festival in the Cinéfondation competitive section while Libor Pixa´s  “Graffitiger“ competed in the official selection of Annecy festival and was also nominated for the Student Academy Award. 
“From Year Zero“ has already been succesfully presented at various festivals and film events all around Europe – in Berlin, at the Be There! festival on Corfu or lately at the Kecskemét International Animation Film Festival in Hungary. At KAFF Czech animation was also represented by Jiří Barta´s feature film “In The Attic or Who has birthday today“, which participated in the competition and was also awarded with one of the prizes. “Kecskemét is a festival with long tradition and the city is also home of the biggest Hungarian animated films production company…so we had an unique chance to present Czech animated shorts to wide and interested audience and the reactions were overall positive,“ says Michal Procházka from AniFest. 

Czech animated shorts will also be presented this year at AniMadrid in Spain, Rencontre du cinema Européen in Aubenas, France or other festival and events in Romania, Serbia, Poland, UK or Portugal. Some screenings are already planned for 2012 – at the Animfest festival in Athens or in Japanese Hiroshima. 

“A thoughtless distribution of whatever is produced in the Czech Republic makes no sense and to tell the truth, it´s not allways possible to create a representative selection from a shorter period like a year or two. We decided to cover a whole decade instead and to remind the public of some unjustly forgotten treasures of Czech animated student production. The reactions of foreign audience are interesting and positive and we take it as a prove that our effort to make young Czech animation more visible abroad is meaningfull and important“ comments Pavel Horáček, Programme Director of the International Festival of Animated Films AniFest and dramaturgist of the “From Year Zero“ DVD.
For more informations or print quality pictures from the films please contact Marie Heřmanová at 
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